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This colloquium is organized around questions related to the consequences of any crisis (health,
economic, ecological, etc.) on public policies or on the conduct of public organizations. It also
welcomes communications relating to the field of public policies and public management. It is
open to all research methods, without exclusion.
The SARS-CoV-2 put on the agenda the issue of an unexpected major crisis that jeopardizes
everyone's life, social relations as well as the economy of all countries and which makes people say
that nothing will be like before. It naturally raises the question of how to manage a major crisis and it
also highlights the problems linked to the uncertainty that taints knowledge in our knowledge
societies.
1. Are knowledge and power in conflict?
At the same time, the current health crisis brings us brutally back to the old problem of the
tumultuous relations between knowledge and power in public action. A public action in which, today,
the central state threatened from all sides by competition from megafirms, supra and transnational,
NGOs and the growing role of local authorities appears, rightly or wrongly, as the last resort.
In ordinary times, the relations between power and knowledge are complex and give rise to various,
if not contradictory, analyses. This is how the rise of independent regulatory agencies
(telecommunications, audiovisual, etc.) can be interpreted as recognition that expertise has been
granted a fundamental role in the regulation of the economy, on which it is based. A real
dismemberment of the state would result. But it can just as easily be interpreted as a convenient way
for the power to shake off sensitive and often burning issues and focus on more treatable issues or
topics of higher retribution in media or electoral terms: the refuge behind science. Is it an abdication
of the legitimate holders of power? Is this recourse dictated by the new methods of public
management? How is it practiced abroad?
2. In times of crisis, is there an inability to implement the instruments of action?
In the completely different field of the means of public action, the formal adoption of instruments by
governments such as, for example, policy evaluations, regulatory impact analysis, as well as the
proclaimed rallying to a better accountability with regard to the mandates of users or taxpayers,
could be interpreted as the sign of the triumph of New public management or, conversely, as a kind
of rallying to fashions, or even to a posture of virtue, far from having always resulted in the real
appropriation of the instruments or approaches put forward. These various appropriations of
operational translations of knowledge have made it more difficult to assess the relevance and
effectiveness of the use of the tools mobilized. Is an apparent failure attributable to the irrelevance

of the knowledge mobilized, of its instrumental translation, to a misimplementation, or even to a
“pretence” of which France has been said world champion?
3. Can uncertain knowledge confer democratic legitimacy?
The SARS-CoV-2 crisis further clouds the issue. Today, the dominant model in the social sciences,
"evidence-based", is based on the collection and statistical processing of masses of data. The already
ancient experimentation is now integrated into it, and its models threaten to cast into the darkness
of the "unscientific" those who do not comply. The current medical crisis highlights the fact that,
when evidence is lacking, the expert's word is hesitant, contradictory and evolving. The s Separation
between opinion and knowledge is no longer clear, although many academic disciplines have sought
to build and strengthen it.
When the experts are faced with a phenomenon that they discover, on which they reason essentially
by analogy and can only give the authorities advice based on uncertain, peripheral, fluctuating
knowledge, and on weakly supported hypotheses, the help that the rationality can bring democratic
legitimacy appears very weak. What roles do oracles and scientific controversies play?
4. Does day-to-day public management come out of crises more effectively?
However, public organizations - hospitals, schools, state and local authorities - are doing their job by
adapting their practices to crises. In such a context, the administrations act more on a daily basis and
in a more integrated manner in a new context with the citizens. In the first place, hospitals have
developed crisis management, of which it would be interesting to analyze methods, more
authoritarian or more collegial. School heads leaders have had more latitude to create educational
programs to compensate for intermittent class closures. More generally, how did the public services
maintain contact with users, particularly those most at risk? How did the services in charge of
economic activity organize their support and distribute aid in a climate of emergency?
In times of crisis, the temptation is for a centralization of power which goes hand in hand with the
local development of self-managed forms of organization of solidarity between citizens. But what
were the room for manoeuvre of the local authorities? Can we speak of a crisis of deconcentration
and the incapacity of decentralization? What trends are emerging at European or international scales
in all areas, in particular in those of health, education and security?

Expected contributions
The colloquium is open to all works from the social and human sciences used in the framework of approaches
to public affairs - whether they emanate from academics or practitioners - for intersecting views between law,
economics, management or sociology….
Communication intentions can be: 1 / papers intended for publication in the form of articles; 2 / ideas
presented in the form of slideshows regardless of their stage of development.
Deadline for submissions (one page maximum): October 31, 2021 (acceptance before December 15)
Mailing address: apmp.colloquepmp2022@gmail.com
These intentions of one page maximum should include:
- objective, approach and method
- theoretical, managerial and / or societal contributions
- keywords (5 maximum) and bibliographical references (5 maximum)
They will include an indication of the author's scientific or practitioner specialty, his contact details, his home
institution and, if this is the case, his research laboratory.
Deadline for submitting full articles (in PMP journal format): May 31, 2022
The scientific committee, in view of the contribution proposals, will organize the communications in workshops
with discussants and one or two round tables offering dialogues between academics and practitioners. The
journal PMP plans to publish a special issue from this conference at the end of 2022. Contributions may also be
offered to journals to associate them with publications, including the Revue Française d´Administration Publique
(RFAP), which has given its approval.

.

Topics of interest for the colloquium include the field of policies and public management.
Nevertheless, the scientific committee of the colloquium encourages researchers to present papers
dealing more specifically with the following questions:
- What are the consequences of crises not only in the medical or environmental field and more

generally in the implementation of public policies of all kinds and in all fields, but also in the conduct
of public organizations?
- Are we going to witness attempts to prevent or limit crises by strengthening the operationality of

the precautionary principle, the most visible manifestation of which so far is its insertion in the
French Constitution?
- What change should we expect in public action as regards the balance between the search for

efficiency and risk avoidance, as regards the consideration given in internal control to the different
types of risks, accounting and financial, environmental, health?
- What consequences of the crisis, and of the major uncertainty associated with it, are foreseeable

with regard to the different types of isomorphisms so often observable in public action and
management? Increased importance of "how others are doing," rising professional standards or
greater contextualization of public action?
- In the field of social sciences mobilized or can be used for public action, are we going to see an

increased use of more developed factual research? Or, on the contrary, to a stronger challenge to the
contribution of this research and / or its dominant position?
- Is the position of those in power in relation to the social sciences and to those who claim to be

action sciences set to change significantly both for the design of public policies and for the usefulness
of their ex post evaluation? Will this lead to a fundamental reform of the training of civil servants?
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